
 
TH E STATE OF TH E U N ION . (by Marvin So s s in )

George Bush and I have some policy differences. But we both share a love for our Unions.
There may be some slight differences of size and power between the United States and the UJCL, but,
in my mind and heart and sense of dedication to the values for which they stand, they each rate about
equally.

The history of both entities teaches us that the key to success of any institution has to do with
the need that triggered its formation. From the point of its foundation, its growth and impact on those
who are a part of it, depend on its leadership, luck, and how it reacts to times of crises.

The 8th annual conference of the UJCL, in El Salvador, was a wonderful experience. I can also
tell you that it was a watershed moment of our history. There were 220 of us who attended, from 13
countries, including 50 of our youth. Our youth conference, only 4 years old, has grown from 8, to 18
to 28 and 50. I wish my stocks moved so high, so fast. And certainly, the number of participants was
the highest ever.

But, we don t judge these yearly events only on a quantitave basis. It s the feeling you have
while you are there. Claudio Kahn, the Salvadorean Congregation President, Rabbi Danny Zang and
the Salvadorean community went all out to provide the planning and the guest speakers, programs
and ambience, both in the mountains and in the capital city, that made this event a memorable experience.
Most important for me, were the times I spent with people from the Central American and Caribbean
areas that I have come to know and count as my close friends and partners. We talked together,
planned together, danced together, and joined together as one community.

Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan, who was the founder of the Reconstructionist movement, wrote a
book called Judaism as a Civilization. In that book he states that the significant reason for our long
history and the certainty of our future, is our ties to Israel, the nation, and the fact that we have built a
civilization out of the seeds of religious belief. I would add that our dispersion  in the far corners of the
world, assures that we will survive and thrive for many centuries to come.

Our region is, by any standard, a far corner of the world. Rabbi Dow Marmur, formerly Executive
Director of World Union of Progressive Judaism, once characterized our region as the most remote
in the world . It is true that we are a Union of small, liberal communities, almost specks in the huge
population centers and thousand of miles and sea that separate us geographically. But this union, the
UJCL, has brought us together. I belong to B nai Israel and see my community brothers and sisters
most Shabbat evenings. But, even more importantly, I belong and participate in the Union; Jack from
El Salvador (Jack Davidson, our new President), Martha from Aruba, Julieta from Panama and familiar
faces from all the countries present; they are my family now. I embrace them and I love them  even if
I only see them once a year.

So, God bless the Union.
Next year in Guadalajara.
With love,

Marvin Sossin



SPEECH BY L. JACK D AVID SON , N EW PRESID EN T OF TH E U JCL.

Ernesto Freund, while he was President of FEDECO in the 1970 s, approached a leader of one of the

big international Jewish organizations to try and get cooperation for the small communities of Central America and

was told: Why should we bother?, you are on your way to extinction anyway! . Over thirty years later, Am Israel
Chai , the people of Israel live. We live in Central America and the Caribbean and in many other parts of the globe

where we were destined to obsolescence.

It seems that our people have been declared doomed throughout history, either by attrition, assimilation,

or mass murder. However these prophets of doom did not count with visionary men and women who put their

efforts and capacity to work in favor of our heritage. Ernesto was one of these men and now we are blessed with
the vision of Marvin Sossin, whose warmth and soul permeate the U.J.C.L. His vision took a group of isolated

communities, some considered to be the other congregation, and created an entity which has given us all

international recognition. We are now a part of the greater Jewish World. We have also forged friendships and
relationships that enrich and strengthen us individually and collectively. This warmth, contact, and friendship is

now being passed on to our youth in the hope that their lives will be enriched by a stronger Jewish identity,

familiarity with our heritage, and friendships with their brothers and sisters in the area.

It is an honor to have been elected president of the U.J.C.L. for the next two years, to have inherited the

contacts forged by Jean Claude Kahn, and so ably developed by our dear friend, the tireless Martha Lichtenstein
who, due to her efforts and hard work, put this Union in the enviable position it finds itself in now. I am especially

grateful to be able to count with the dynamic energy and undeniable ability of our Executive Director Rabbi

Gustavo Kraselnik and the wisdom and clear guidance of David Robles, who is one of our biggest assets.

Our successful Conventions and Youth Encounters have become a highlight of the year for those of us

who have been lucky enough to attend. We look forward to seeing friends, learning about interesting topics, and
being together, but above all we look forward to laughing together. We laugh a lot. We are happy in the fact that we

have those few days a year to share, to learn, and to be together.

We are elaborating a manual, compiling useful guidelines based on the experience of our communities,

to facilitate the organization of future encounters. The Community of El Salvador did a splendid job of organizing
our 8th Convention, 4th. Youth encounter, and 1st. Rabbi s Reunion. Rabbi Daniel Zang, who so ably and successfully

headed the organization of these events, is aiding in this project.

The road ahead if full of challenges and goals and we look forward to growing together and becoming full

fledged members of the International Jewish Community. We are now recognized as a viable entity and we intend
to cement these relationships in order to share in the wealth of knowledge and Jewish experience heretofore

reserved only for members of larger communities. We want to have interesting speakers in our synagogues and at

our reunions and we want our children to be educated by a full range of Jewish thinkers. We want to offer our
members and especially our younger members the possibility of taking part in courses, seminars, and trips; to 



make sure that being Jewish is, and always will be, an important part of who they are. We hope to organize

regional machanot (camps) for our younger members to further unite them. We hope to facilitate trips to Israel for
the young and the young at heart.

Close communications between us and with Jewish organizations will be made possible thanks to the

efforts of Martha Lichtenstein and her group at the brand new Communcations Department of the UJCL. Through

the tireless effort of Ines Baum, our webmaster, our website will continue to be updated and available for anyone
to be able to find out who and where we are, what our new projects are, and how to contact us. Julieta Maduro has

done a fantastic job of keeping us connected and informed for the past years. Her functions will now be divided

between the communications department and Eduardo Moel of Guadalajara whom we welcome on our board as
secretary.

We look forward to Hilda ten Brink and Roberta Haynes project: Roots which will guide us all into

discovering where we come from in order to better understand who we are, and where we are going.

We have received and continue to receive strong support from Joint , the Joint Distribution Committee.

We value their contributions and support and the friendship of people who have been with us so often that they are

sometimes confused to be members of one or another of our congregations. Such as Jorge Schulman and Myriam
Lipszyc.  And  Dani Chavez is an honorary member of all the communities!  What energy!

The World Union for Progressive Judaism has offered support and funding for many of our projects and
we are grateful for their vision and trust. We intend to make very good use of the additional possibilities which

become available due to their generosity.

We maintain our ideological independence and make it possible for each community to worship in the

way they are accustomed to, and the way they feel most comfortable. Our aim is not to influence our members
Judaism, only to enhance and enrich it,

We hope that we will be able to attract more communities to become a part of our Union, formally or

informally, to enrich our experience and their Jewish life. We have as much to give as we have to receive, and we

welcome them all.

The Board of Directors hopes to be able to count on the help and cooperation from all of its members in
whatever project or capacity they are able and comfortable in. Before that, however, we welcome all suggestions

and ideas in order to help us elaborate a plan of action suited to the needs and desires of our members. We thank

you in advance for this input and you can be sure it will be taken into consideration.

Thank you for the possibility of being able to share this experience. 



SPEECH OF MARTH A LICH TEN STEIN , PAST PRESID EN T OF TH E U JCL
AT TH E OPEN IN G OF TH E 8 th

 

U JCL EN COU N TER.

Dear Friends:

Once again, we meet in El Salvador with renewed enthusiasm and a delightful feeling of being
surrounded by friends.

We have grown much during these eight years, both spiritually and as a group.
Many are the roadblocks we still must overcome but, looking back, equally important are the challenges
we have responded to with creativity and the devoted work of our volunteers.

Our website is being visited by many daily. Our weekly translations into Spanish of the Parashah
commentaries by Dr. Ismar Schorsch, Chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary, are sent to
600 readers and the JTS gives our web address as the link for their weekly Parashah in Spanish.
We get regular requests from readers interested in receiving our newsletter, and a growing list of
subscribers who are already getting it.

But, if we are going TO BE, as the theme of our Encounter ponders, we need a very important
ingredient:  learning has always been an essential part, if not the foundation, of the Jewish people
through the ages and, although we have always tried to nurture our love of Judaism, we have never
had a chance to join forces with a reputed institution of learning, as partners in an exciting new
enterprise.  This, however, will hopefully soon change:  Today we are privileged to have with us Dr.
Alan Zaitchik, the director of the Distance Learning Program at Hebrew College in Newton Centre, MA.
He has come with an open mind, to listen to our needs and aspirations, and try to blend them with the
wealth of possibilities that HC offers for Distance Learning. Thus, he hopes to create a mutually
satisfying arrangement that will benefit not only us, but also our youth.

If, at the end of this conference, that I m sure will be another celebration of the richness of
Judaism, we can delineate a plan of action for the immediate future that will be made into a bright new
reality for our communities, it is my feeling that the Shakespearian question that has plagued us for so
many years will have the most resounding positive reply.

I ve just returned from the General Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, that was held in
Brussels.  I was amazed at the enthusiastic reaction that I got from the executive officers at the
Congress, as well as from the participants, when I mentioned I was proudly representing the UJCL, a
relatively new Jewish organization from an often ignored area of the world.  Our voice is being heard,
because we are determined TO BE and TO BECOME.

May the UJCL finally reach out to all the communities in the area with a vibrant message of self-
realization, as individuals and as a group, within the framework of Judaism.

Welcome to a very special Encounter! 



             

 

Ope n in g Spe e ch de live re d by th e Pre s ide n t o f Co m un idad Is rae lita
de El Salvado r  Je an Clau de Kah n

Dear Friends:

Brujim Habaim. Welcome to El Salvador and welcome to the 8th Convention of the Union of Jewish

Congregations of Latin America and the Caribbean.

We are very pleased to have the opportunity of organizing this encounter. We have dedicated our best

efforts and I am certain that we shall enjoy all the study workshops and atmosphere of camaraderie, which will for
sure remain engraved in our hearts for many days to come.

As President of the Jewish Community of El Salvador and as past president of the Union, I would like to
share some thoughts regarding the transcendental sense of this gathering, analyzing our past and thinking about
our future.

For the Jewish tradition, the number 7 is extremely symbolic.  It represents totality.  A whole.  The whole

process of the creation of the world, including the divine rest, lasted 7 days.

Therefore, number 8, for this Convention acquires a highly significant added value.  In reality, 8 represents

the beginning of the task.  Starting from the 8th day, man began acting as God s partner in the world.

Likewise, the Brit Mila, the pact with God through the circumcision of our male sons, is done on the 8th

day.  7 days to form, to finish the baby s development and on the eighth day, we intervene to incorporate him into

our people s pact with God.

For the Union, this eighth conference finds us at a point of inflection and a window of opportunity opens up

to take qualitative steps in our development for the future.  While looking for a definition of what we are, I found 8

words that summarize our essence. Eight concepts that will allow us to understand where we are presently

standing, so we can see where we are headed to.

THE FIRST WORD IS UNION:
Union means more than the addition of our communities; it represents the integration expressed initially

on our behalf as an organization, later taking shape through the building of strong bonds between ourselves as
individuals and as communities.  In the first place, the Union demands solidarity and loyalty towards its own
congregation and from there on, meet  with all others. 



THE SECOND WORD ON MY LIST IS PLURALISM:

From the very beginning along this road, we understood that we were communities with different realities,

history, and thoughts.  This was our strength; to be enriched by experiences from others, sharing, listening,

learning, and respecting our own diversity.

Five years ago, when we were the hosts to the 3rd Convention, we discussed fundamentalism and

assimilation as the two negative extremes of Jewish life.  Unfortunately, the situation has not improved since that

time.  Pluralism, which for us constitutes a fundamental value, must be an example for within and outside of our

communities, so that we may build bonds based on respect and empathy.

THE THIRD WORD IS COMMITMENT

We are a series of small communities who have managed to succeed as a result of our efforts and the

dedication of our people.  Under these circumstances, to believe we could ever have a regional organization

seemed Utopian, yet we have achieved it.  Simply and exclusively as a result of the commitment of each one of

the people who conform this wonderful family.

With a limitation of resources, and despite the distance and differences in language and schedules, and

with a very contagious enthusiasm, we built this expanded community which serves as the driving force and gives

feedback to each one of our institutions. Many people deserve credit for this success story and the common

denominator of all of them is a deep sense of commitment to the Jewish people, the traditions of Israel, and with

our congregations.

FOURTH, I CHOSE THE WORD EDUCATION

In a certain way, we are an educational community.  We meet once a year to learn from one another, to

share experiences and enrich our Judaism.  Each Convention offers us the possibility of enjoying an array of

personalities from the Jewish world, something that would never be possible to achieve as individual communities.

During each encounter, the presence of a distinguished speaker together with the presence of our Rabbis, gives

us the marvelous opportunity of learning more about ourselves, about our roots, to celebrate Shabbat together, to

reflect about our concerns and to find out and learn about what is going on in the Jewish world.

We do this because we are convinced that without education, without knowledge, our Judaism would

begin to flag and would stop being the driving force that inspires our lives.

THE FIFTH WORD IS GROWTH

It is marvelous.  Every time we meet, we are more.  We broke all records at this Convention.  We are 158

registered adults and 56 registered youths, who are participating within their own space.  We already have 6

Rabbis in the region of which five of them are present at this reunion, willing to strengthen our communities and our

Union. 



New members have come to us and others are starting to show interest in this space.  We hope to

continue growing and invigorate this Union in the near future.

I wish to take advantage of this opportunity to give a very warm welcome to our friends from Guatemala,

who have come to this Convention with a very important delegation, conformed by 7 adults and 15 youths.  We are

very happy that you are here with us and we sincerely hope you enjoy this encounter.

ON MY LIST, AFTER THE WORD GROWTH, I CHOSE THE WORD ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We are small communities and our Union is beginning to give its first steps.  However, we can proudly say

that we form part of the map of the Jewish world.

This isn t only my personal appreciation.  We can confirm it by the mere fact that during our conventions,

we count on representatives of international Jewish organizations, who come to establish contacts, meet us and

work together for the development of the region.

I would like to thank the following organizations and representations for their presence during this 8th

encounter:

-The State of Israel, through its Embassy in El Salvador

-The American Jewish Committee

-The Latin American Jewish Congress

-The Latin American Office of the Joint

-The World Union for Progressive Judaism

-The Hebrew College of Boston

-The B nai Brith

-Radio J from France

-The Latin American Office of the HIAS

-And Hadassah International

Thank you very much for accompanying us and being here today.

THE SEVENTH WORD IS CONTINUITY

We are part of a population that is thousands of years old, and we have great responsibility with our

history.  From the Union, we work for the continuity of the Jewish people, a continuity based on the identity and

development of a full Jewish life.  This is not mere physical survival, but a profound conviction that Judaism has

something to contribute to us during the XXI st century and that from that Jewish identity; we can contribute

towards our societies. 



Today, we are witnesses of a fierce resurgence of anti-Semitism.  Yesterday, marked the 60th anniversary

of the liberation of Auschwitz, and we can see with great concern the way in which Judeophobia is once again

extending throughout Europe and in the campus of many universities throughout the United States.

In memory of those who were killed, our continuity is a mandate. To give content and meaning to this

continuity is our challenge for the future generations.

If, as is said nowadays, the best definition of a Jew is the one who has Jewish grandchildren, it will be

them, the ones in charge of judging our work.  Meanwhile, it is our responsibility to achieve this continuity that will

guarantee our future.  For them, for us, our Union is an extraordinary resource in achieving this objective.

THE EIGHTH AND LAST WORD IN MY LIST IS DREAMS

We are, what we are, because our capacity of dreaming is greater than any other force.  Our growth and

development challenges all of the laws of reality.  Our hopes become a very powerful driving force.  Each step that

we take turns into a Utopia, which little by little, together with the contribution and commitment by all, begins to

transform into a possibility and soon after, becomes a reality.

I would almost dare to say that this is our great strength... to dream and make our dreams a reality.

The Union has many challenges before it; the road we must travel on is very long, however, when we look

back we can feel satisfied with the road we have traveled on.  We can progress significantly on this space,

reaffirming our destiny.

At the start of this 8th Convention, the Jewish Community of El Salvador is very proud of having you here.

We have worked with great passion and endeavor under the leadership of our Rabbi Daniel Zang, ensuring that

each detail will allow us to live an unforgettable experience.

I wish to thank each one of our members who participated in this effort.  You made it possible with all your

contributions and dedication.

Friends, the mystical Jews suggest that number 8 transcends the level of creation represented by number

7.

After  7 encounters for the Union, this eighth convention represents the possibility of transcending.  It is

up to us to take advantage of  it.

Brujim Habaim and let s enjoy together. 



Spe e ch by Rabbi Dan i  Zan g

Dear Friends,

Each UJCL convention is a long-awaited event for all of us.  It generates expectations, anxieties
for learning, and above all, the perspective of meeting with one another year after year and of adding
new friends.

It was in this spirit, and full of enthusiasm that one year ago we began our preparations for our
8th convention which was held in San Salvador.
This long project, which took on consistency with the advance of time, involved each and every member
of our community as well as those who from afar gave feedback on the invitations, the proposals, and
the projects.

Hundreds of consecutive meetings and sleepless nights could not diminish the tireless efforts
of the volunteers to transform their challenge into a reality.
This is how our encounter took form.  We went from thinking about an adequate program for our
visitors to deciding which gift to bestow upon them.  All this was accomplished without leaving a single
detail unattended.

We did not have to wait for responses to our invitation.  The communities as well as the
international institutions responded in an incredible way.  They generated a spirit to accompany us as
we worked on the task at hand.

This is how the convention was converted into one of record with 215 participants.
For the program, we attempted to channel the requests made at previous encounters finding

space for study, reflection, and recreation. Moments shared between youths and adults and panelists
of great prestige.  And naturally, without forgetting space for identity, reflected in the celebration of
Shabbat together.

In practice, there were four parallel events taking place at this encounter: The 8th UJCL
Convention, the 4th Youth Encounter, the 1st Encounter of rabbis of Central America and the Caribbean,
and the meetings of the Board.  All of these events happening simultaneously in only four days.

I believe that the logistics (thinking of the practice of Judaism), permitted us to dance at all of
these happy occasions with only one body, but with tens of hands working tirelessly so that everything
would turn out perfect (or making arrangements so that at least things would appear perfect.)

Everyone was vital to the success.  That s why we worked day and night to be able to obtain
the necessary visas for our Cuban friends and even more to move heaven and earth to solve the
immigration problems that almost sent our Jamaican friends back home.  They were finally permitted
to enter in the country.

Each proposal was received with joy and enthusiasm: The participation in the game of
knowledge, the trip to Apaneca and Ataco, the participation in the panels, and the ability to dance into
the night at the gala.  Not to omit the youths who, after little sleep, climbed the Santa Ana volcano and
then dared to ride the Canopy.  These are images that are recorded in our hearts and memories that
will be difficult to forget.

It is difficult to express in words how one feels after a job well done especially when each day
brings more expressions of love and gratefulness and when the seeds of  enthusiasm for the 9th

convention are being sown and will flourish in one year.  We have shared sweet moments.  I wish to
express my renewed affection for the entire Community of El Salvador. 



International Collaboration:

JOINT: Jorge Schulman - Miriam Lipszyc - Dany Chaves - Darío Levin
American Jewish Committee:  Bruce Ramer- Dina Siegel Vann- Juan Mesa
Congreso Judío Latinoamericano: Claudio Epelman - Ariel Isaak
Embajada de Israel: Embajador Yonathan Peled
Sojnut: Zuli Driespiel
Radio J. Francia: Serge Hajdsenberg
B´nai Brith: Alberto Jabiles
WUPJ: Jerry Tanenbaum
Hebrew College: Alan Zaitchik

Rabbis:

Gustavo Kraselnik Panamá
Marcelo Bater Aruba
Daniela Szuster Costa Rica
Rami Pavolotzky Costa Rica
Dani Zang El Salvador 



SPEECH BY D AN Y CH AVES ( YOU TH GROU P LEAD ER)

Hello,

I would like to share with you a short report about the 4th UJCL Youth Encounter, where 50
youths ranging in ages from 12-28 were engaged in a variety of activities under the direction of one
professional and two assistants.  The program was divided into three areas: one for sports, one for
the arts, and one for reflection. 

Included in the area of sports was the climbing of a volcano and the jumping over the canopy of
the beautiful vegetation below.  Both activities were very successful in all aspects, including the
transportation arrangements, the food, the places visited, the time involved, and the level of participation.

The artistic part of the program included expression in the form of painting using different
techniques, rikud (dancing), and the bonding of the youths into one community.  The results were also
totally successful. 

The reflective and expository modules were short in length.  Perhaps more time was needed
for the debates.  However, the game 1317 was good in general terms, taking into account that it was
conducted twice with many questions being repeated.  Nevertheless, we reached the objective of
keeping us in contact with our history through the playing of the game.

The logistics were 100% successful in terms of the hotel accommodations, food, transportation,
the reception, etc.  In reflection, the youths have suggested that perhaps their Saturday night farewell
could be designed to take into consideration the strenuous physical activity they took part in during the
morning.  Attempting to narrow the wide spectrum of ages and interests is also challenging.  Perhaps
each country could work with a specific thematic unit before the next encounter.  These would later
serve as topics for workshops.  It is also important to use multimedia technology.  Lastly, I suggest
that the person in charge of the youth group take part in the formation of the program, thus making it
easier to work with the needs of the various communities.   

A separate paragraph is needed for the recognition of the excellent organization of the last two
encounters including the volunteers and participants who were always available to assist.

Dany Chaves

Re po rt:  4 th

 

UJCL Yo u th En co un te r

Hine ma-tov uma-nayim, shevet ahim gam yahad

Upon arrival, one felt the warmth of the atmosphere, not for the blazing sun but for the
camaraderie that developed as we met new friends or upon seeing familiar faces from previous
encounters.

It was very nice to share the activities such as climbing the Santa Ana Volcano where
companionship grew among us.  As we climbed, we sang, conversed, and learned more about one
another though we were getting tired and had much more to go to reach the summit.  Those of us who 



were fortunate to reach our goal were delighted to enjoy the refreshments offered us before beginning
our adventure.  We enjoyed the beautiful panoramic view and were able to rest a while before
commencing on our descent.

As night fell, we prepared ourselves to welcome Shabbat.  We made ourselves beautiful or at
least attempted to do so.  We went to the synagogue and after the service divided into two groups to
go to different homes to share in the Oneg Shabbat.

The next morning we attended the Shajarit service which was attended by a majority of the
youths and adults.  Later, we studied Torah.  Afterwards, in order to be recorded in the annals of the
history of the 4th UJCL Youth Encounter, we took the traditional and evermore numerous photographs.
A delicious lunch of Shabbat pizza was served in the synagogue followed by more activities.  Danny
Chaves taught us how to dance and later a group participated in a workshop dealing with our perspective
concerning our communities while the younger participants took part in an art session.

The older youths had a questionnaire to fill out and participated in a discussion about our roles
in our communities and how we see ourselves within those communities.  Even though each discussion
group was composed of people who spoke a variety of languages and whose realities were different,
we were able to understand one another and reach a consensus about several ideas which we
presented the following day to the Board of Directors of the UJCL and the rest of those in attendance
at the 8th UJCL Encounter.

To finalize our interchange of ideas, we got ready for our second and last adventure which was
awaiting us here in El Salvador.  We went canopying.  Truthfully, it was a very enjoyable experience
including the time we continued to get better acquainted with our companions as we swung through
the treetops. 


